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The hig!
Spanish region has an

millon kilos Crucially, Verdelo creates

the country’s

most wines - s
d there's appeal to e
specialist

Liz Sagues reports

Apeness

Verdefots tough,and lourishes in

clmate inhospiable to pests and disease

A cruel landscape where
Verdejo hits the high notes

r _ll @
and never a single sip of red wine:  practices.
5 explained ;
n s which
et
farasthe UK is concerned. operstion o Beldondrade, plus a tasting
It shouldt. Theareais big. the of broad spectrum from othrs t the DO
hod and
19705
single rape, San T I e basic big-scalelevel
dviura
a and there
I individual plot vinfication and new oak
- “eee e Bt between these two, where Verdejois
Icy winds swirl in alotee 0 exprei bl gl
winter, summer it serous i, s sty edge ofbiterness
bring; N | consumers mos eseve totsamer.
temperatures and ‘Time on lees iscruciln these wines,
asteep day/night s s matural o neutral yesst nriguingy
T Palacio d Bornoscreates tsown
yoraton yesst o iery vt an he sk
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winemakers il blend from many btches:

lenty of money is making s way
i the aea rom elsevhere in
Spain: Ramn Bilbo,fr example,

provides an array o barels, foudres

and conerete tulipsfor winemaker

Batucloss adventurous ambition But
erally,

there are otheroperations wi

long roots ntothe past - such as those

pre-phyllosera vines at Hererro Vedel
and Javer Sz, the ateralso making

palate-rewarding ffrts o bring

ancient Verdefo lone, Macorts, back nto
producton.
Wine touriss remain, forthe moment,

mostly Spanis, but there are effrts to
welcome a wider spectrum. One intrguing
experience is exploring the abyrinthof

man-dug cellars eneath Rueda town that
Grupo Yilera has opened up and decorated
withamythological Greek theme. Another
isthe immersion i all thingspointy and

painted atGotica
Outside, the plain may not be as
picturesque, butCasillay Leon egion

has Spain' Largest concentration of
historic monuments, wonderfl castes
and churches 3. cultualfoil to

vinous pleasure. An the wine and ood.
experience is memorable the ok aged
whites superb with the signature roast

baby lamb More relevant forthe UK is
thatin Span, Rueda Verdejo s the second

choice, after Rioj o drink wit

UKimporters
Beldondrade: FMV

Palacio de Bornos: Boutinot
Ramén Bilbao: Enotria&Coe:
Hererro Vedel: H2Vin
JavierSanz:Hallgarten

Grupo Yiera: Corney & Barrone

LixSagues visited Ruedo as o guest o the
consejo regulador:
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